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 i 

Course Syllabus 

Course Description: 

 Reading announcements; general, academic and other articles; writing an-

swers to the reading texts; summarizing; and expressing opinions 

Week Contents Learning/teaching Activities 

1 

Class introduction 1) Discussion the basic agreement of class   

Pretest 2) Training morality, punctuality,  

Unit 1   responsibility, co-operation,  

Vocabulary : School   honesty etc. 

Reading : Skimming 3) Watching video clips 

  4) Discussion 

  5) Reading  

  6) Writing 

  7) Individual, pair and group work 

2 

Unit 1 (cont.) 1) Discussion 

Grammar : Present tense of "Be" 2) Reading  

Writing : Introduce myself 3) Writing 

 4) Individual, pair and group work 

   

    

3 

Unit 2 1) Watching video clips: setting goals 

Vocabulary : Routine 2) Discussion 

Reading : Scanning 3) Reading  

  4) Writing 

  5) Individual, pair and group work 

    



 ii 

Week Contents Learning/teaching Activities 

4 

Unit 2 (cont.) 1) Discussion 

Grammar : Simple present tenses 2) Reading  

Writing : Daily Routine 3) Writing 

  4) Individual, pair and group work 

    

5 

Unit 3 1) Discussion 

Vocabulary : People 2) Reading  

Reading : Identifying pronoun  
                 reference 

3) Writing 

4) Individual, pair and group work 

    

6 

Unit 3 (cont.) 
1) Watching video clips: Around the dinner 
table 

Grammar : Subject and Objective  
                    Pronouns 

2) Discussion 

3) Reading  

Writing : Neighbors 4) Writing 

 5) Individual, pair and group work 

    

7 

Unit 4 1) Discussion 

Quiz 1 2) Reading  

Vocabulary : Stuff 3) Writing 

Reading : Previewing 4) Individual, pair and group work 

    

8 

Unit 4 (cont.) 1) Discussion 

Grammar : Nouns, Articles 2) Reading  

Writing : My Dream House 3) Writing 

 4) Individual, pair and group work 

   

9 Midterm Exam 
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Week Contents Learning/teaching Activities 

10 

Unit 5 1) Watching video clips: Messy desk, messy 
mind Vocabulary : Job 

Reading : Identifying text types 2) Discussion 

                   3) Reading  

 4) Writing 

  5) Individual, pair and group work 

11 

Unit 5 (cont.) 1) Discussion 

Grammar : Verb 2) Reading  

Writing : Interests 3) Writing 

 4) Individual, pair and group work 

   

    

12 

Unit 6 1) Discussion 

Vocabulary : Travel 2) Reading  

Reading : Identifying Topic  3) Writing 

                    sentences 4) Individual, pair and group work 

    

    

13 

Unit 6 (cont.) 1) Watching video clips: at the shops  

Grammar : Adjtive, Adverb 2) Discussion 

Writing : My Hometown 3) Reading  

 4) Writing 

 5) Individual, pair and group work 

    

14 

Unit 7 1) Discussion 

Quiz 2  2) Reading  

Vocabulary : Social media 3) Writing 

Reading : Infer word meaning 4) Individual, pair and group work 

                    from context   

    



 iv 

Week Contents Learning/teaching Activities 

15 

Unit 7 (cont.) 1) Discussion 

Grammar : Preposition 2) Reading  

                      Past Simple Tense 3) Writing 

Writing : Business letter/email 4) Individual, pair and group work 

   

    

16 
 Review Focus 

  
  

16 Final Exam 

Attendance 

 Participation in class and contribution to class discussion is an essential 

component of the course. All class member are expected to actively participate in 

class. If your absence from class is excusable (due to a documented illness or 

emergency) you will be allowed up to two excused  absences. In order for an    

absence to be excused, you must report the reason for the excuse and provide 

documentation in the following class. Class member are allows one unexcused 

absence. Each additional unexcused absences will result in a 10% penalty for the 

attendance and participation grade. Five or more unexcused absences will result 

in an “F” grade for the course. 

Course Description: 

Grade Percent Group-based Criteria 

              A 87-100 ≤5% 

              B+ 80-86.9 ≤10% 

              B 73-79.9 ≤15% 

              C+ 66-72.9 Not exceed the number of C’s 

              C 55-65.9 At the discretion of the instructor 

              D+ 50-54.9 At the discretion of the instructor 

              D 45-49.9 At the discretion of the instructor 

              F 0-45.9 At the discretion of the instructor 



 v 

Assessment and Evaluation 
 
Assessment 

Attendance      =  10% 
Quizzes (2)      =  10% 
Self Study (Speexx – Level A2 Units1-12)   = 10% 
Written assignments     = 15% 
Midterm examination (Units 6-8)   =  25%   
Final examination (Units 8-10)   =  30% 

    Total        = 100% 
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Exercise 1 : 

 freshman (n) undergraduate (n)  lecture (n)  faculty (n)  

 sophomore (n)  graduate (n)   supervisor (n)  facility (n)  

 junior (n)  postgraduate (n)  campus (n)   

 senior (n)  lecturer (n)  administration (n)   

1. freshman ____ a a fourth-year student 

2. junior ____ b a third-year student 

3. senior ____ c main area of study 

4. sophomore ____ d a person who already holds a first 

degree 

5. undergraduate ____ e a person who gives lectures 

6. graduate ____ f an educational talk to an audience 

7. postgraduate ____ g a first-year student 

8. lecturer ____ h the process or activity of running  

a business 

9. lecture ____ i a person who supervises a person. 

10. supervisor ____ j a second-year student 

“Be a 

student as 

long as you 

still have 

something 

to learn, 

and this 

will mean 

all your 

life.”   
 

Henry L. 

Doherty 
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Reading 

11. campus ____ k group of related departments in a 
college 

12. administration ____ l a university student who has not 
yet taken a first degree 

13. faculty ____ m a person who has successfully 
completed a course of study 

14. facility ____ n A place, amenity, or piece of 
equipment provided for a particu-
lar purpose 

Skimming 

 Skimming is reading a text quickly to find the main idea and 

a general overview of the content. People often skim articles 

online, in newspapers, or in magazines, to know what the article is 

about. Then they decide if they want to take more time to read the 

article carefully. 

 

Steps in skimming:   

1. Read the title. 

2. Look at the pictures (if there are any). 

3. Read the first few sentences in the first paragraph. 

4. Read the first line of the other paragraphs. 

5. Read the last sentence of the last paragraph. 

6. Watch for names, dates, and numbers. 

7. Look at any bold or italicized words. 

 

 

“There is more  

treasure in books 

than in all the       

pirate's loot on  

Treasure Island."  

 

— Walt Disney  
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Skim the text Student profile. Check (ü) what it is about. 

 Description of student job 

 Profiles of three university students 

 Website of the university 

Exercise 2 : 

Exercise 3 : 

Mark these sentences T (true) or F (false). 

 Supaporn Thongmee comes from UK.  

 David Chong studies in Business Computer. 

 Charlotte Kestell livesg in small apartment with her sister. 

 Supaporn Thongmee can speak three languages. 

 Supaporn Thongmee is 20 years old. She’s a junior from 

Thailand. Her major is Management Science. She speaks Thai, 

French, and English. She lives on campus in a dormitory with two 

friends. Over the past three years, she has worked with                   

SE-EDUCATION Public Co., Ltd as sale assistant.  

 David Chong is a senior from Singapore. He’s 22 years old. 

He has a bachelor degree with a major in Business Computer. He 

speaks Chinese and English. He’s a member of the Karate Club. He 

lives alone in a small apartment near university. He has a part-time 

job at Starbucks. 

 Charlotte Kestell is currently a second year Media Technolo-

gy and Production student in UK. She’s 21 years old. She speaks 

English, Italian, German, and Dutch. She’s a member of two       

clubs – the Film Club and Photography Club. She stays in an     

apartment with her sister. 

Student Profiles 
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Grammar  

The meaning of “verb to be” 
 

 Exists  
 There is a rabbit in the garden. 
 Happens  
 The birthday party is tonight. 
 Located 
 I am home. 
 Shows identity 
 He is a policeman. 

Subject To Be Examples 

I am I am a senior. 

You are You are Thai. 

We are We are friends. 

They are They are married. 

He is He is twenty years old. 

She is She is a student. 

It is It is a big college. 

Subject To Be Examples 

I am not I am not a senior. 

You are not You are not Thai. 

We are not We are not friends. 

They are not They are not married. 

He is not He is not twenty years old. 

She is not She is not a student. 

It is not It is not a big college. 

Present tense of “Be” 
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To Be Subject Examples 

Am I Am I a senior? 

Are you Are you  Thai? 

Are we Are we friends? 

Are  they Are they married? 

Is he Is he twenty years old? 

Is she Is she a student? 

Is it Is it a big college? 

 with a noun: 
 My father is a teacher. 
2. with an adjective: 
 This salad is tasty. 
3. with a prepositional phrase: 
 James and his wife are from Manchester. 

Exercise 3 : 

Complete the sentence with “is, am, are” 

1. She ___________ a nurse.  
2. We ___________ sad.  
3. James ___________ late.  
4. They ___________ Chinese teachers.  
5. You ___________ beautiful.  
6. I ___________ hungry.  
7. It ___________ hot.  
8. They___________ Germans.  
9. He ___________ smart.  
10. I ___________ tired.  
11. She ___________ beautiful.  
12. I ___________ a student.  
13. He ___________ from Paris.  
14. You ___________ a photographer.  
15. Amy and Sally___________ my sisters.  
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Writing: Introduce myself 

Writing 

 Hi, my name is Peter. I am 19 years old. I live in New York. 

I go to New York University. My parents are teachers. My favorite 

food is pizza. I like to play basketball. 

Exercise 4 : 

Fill in your information and write a paragraph about yourself. 

Hello. My name is ______________________.  

I am ______________________ years old.  

I live in  ______________________.  

I am a ______________ year  student. 

My parents are  ______________________.  

My favorite food is  ______________________.  

I like  ______________________. 

 Hi, my name is ……………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Write the activities above in the right column 

   wake up  brush my teeth  take a shower  have breakfast 

   go to school  go to work  have lunch go home  

   do homework  have dinner go to bed   
        

Morning activities Midday activities Evening activities 

      

      

      

      

      

Reading 

 Scanning is very fast reading. When you scan, you skip over 

many words. You look for some specific information as quickly as 

you can. 

Scanning:  

Exercise 1 : 
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Steps in scanning an article: 

1. Keep in mind what it is you are searching for. 

2. Anticipate in what form the information is likely to appear – 

numbers, proper nouns, etc. 

3. Let your eyes run quickly over several lines of print at a time. 

4. When you find the sentence that has the information you are 

looking for, read the entire sentence. 

My name is Emily. I usually make bed after I wake up in 

the morning. Then I help my mother cook breakfast. My brother 

and I take turn washing the dishes after meals. In the evening 

when I come home from school, I water the lawn and the garden. 

We do laundry once a week on Saturday and my brother folds 

them and puts them away. Sometimes my father ask me to help 

him wash the car so we finish it faster. 

My household chores 

1. What the text is about? 

 a. My school activities  

 b. My family’s housework 

 c. My weekend jobs 

2. Who responsible for washing the dishes? 
       .................................................................. 
3. When does Emily water the lawn? 
       .................................................................. 
4. How often dose Emily do laundry?  
       .................................................................. 
5. Who does Emily help washing the car?  

       .................................................................. 

Exercise 2 : 

Read My Household Chores. Then answer the questions. 
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 Grammar  

Simple present tense 

S + V1 (s/es) 

affirmative Interogative Negative 

I work Do I work? I don't work 

you work Do you work? You don't work 

He works Does he work? He doesn't works 

She works Does she work? She doesn't works 

It works Does it work? It doesn't works 

we work Do we work? We don't work 

you work Do you work? You don't work 

they work Do they work? They don't work 

Simple present tense is used for: 

 Habits  

 He drinks coffee at breakfast.  

 She only eats vegetable. We watch television regularly. 

 Repeated Actions or Events 

I catch the bus every morning. 

It rains every afternoon in rainy season. 

They drive to Bangkok every summer. 
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 Choose the best answer to complete each sentence. 

1. What ……………… birds eat? 

a) do b) does c) have 
   

2. He ……………… TV every day. 

a) watch b) watches c) watched 
   

3. My sister ……………… in a university. 

a) work b) works c) is working 
   

4. The earth ……………… around the sun. 

a) revolve b) revolves c) is revolving 
   

5. All children ……………… ice cream. 

a) like b) likes c) are liking 
   

6. He……………………drink coffee. 

a) do not b) does not c) will not 
   

7. I ……………… this shirt very much. 

a) like b) likes c) am liking 
   

8. I ……………… my new semester tomorrow. 

a) start b) starts c) am starting 
   

9. Natee…………………homework after school every day. 

a) does  b) do c) will do 
   

10. Her train ……………… at 11.30. 

a) arrive b) arrives c) is arriving 

Exercise 3 : 
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Complete the sentences with the present simple. 

 e.g.: Mary (watches) TV in the afternoon. 

1. She ………………(hurry) home after school. 

2. My father ……………….(read) the magazine every Sunday. 

3. The kids ………………(love) birthday parties. 

4. Before each party Jenny ………………(buy) some juice, bread 
and cake at the supermarket. 

5. Cara ………………(wash) her hair every day. 

6. My brother never ………………(wake) up early. 

7. Successful students always ………………(study) hard. 

8. I ………………(like) pizza very much. 

9. They ………………(play) football every weekend. 

10. My sister and I ………………(drink) milk every morning. 

Writing 

 My name is Ryan. I always wake up at 7 o’clock in the 

morning. Then I wash my face and brush my teeth. I have break-

fast at 7.30 am and go to school at 8 am. I often have lunch with 

my friends. I go back home around 4 pm. I usually do my home-

work before I watch TV. I go to sleep at 10 pm. 

Daily routine 

My daily routine 

 My name is ………………………………………………………………………. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Exercise 4 : 
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Match the words with their meanings.

 

   neighbor  classmate  roommate  coworker 

   Close friend   family member  relative   
    

1. neighbor ____   a a relationship between friends 

2. close friend ____   b a person occupying the same 

room as another 
3. classmate ____   c a person who lives next to you or 

near you 
4. family member ____   d a person connected by blood or 

marriage 
5. roommate ____   e A person with whom one works 

6. relative ____   f a person who belongs to a 

(particular) family 
7. coworker ____   g a fellow member of a class at 

school or college 

Exercise 1 : 
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Reading 

Identifying pronoun referents  

Read the paragraphs below. Find out what the underlined pronouns refer to. 

Look for the underlined pronouns and write their referent in the line       

provided.  

1. We …………………………………. 4. She …………………………………. 

2. They ………………………………. 5. They ……………………………….. 

3. He …………………………………. 6. We…………………………………... 

Grammar  

Subject and object pronouns 

 Pronoun is a word that take the place of a noun and avoid 
repetition  
      Example:  

  Tony is my close friend. Tony is also my neighbor. 

  Tony is my close friend. He is also my neighbor. 

The two common types of pronoun are subject pronoun 
and object pronoun. 

Exercise 2 : 

 My family and I always go to Bangkok every summer. Our 

relatives live in a neighborhood called Thong Lor. We usually stay 

at their house during our visit. They are very generous and nice. 

My uncle is a doctor. He work at a hospital near the house. My 

aunt is a housewife. She stays at home and take care of the kids. 

They like to take us to the zoo on the weekends. We always enjoy 

our trip to Bangkok very much.   
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Subject and Object pronouns 

Subject 

Singular 

I I kicked the ball 

You You like to travel. 

He He goes out to have dinner. 

She She is my mother. 

It It is a mystery. 

Plural 

We We enjoy going to the beach. 

You You are the best students. 

They They are not happy 

Object 

Singular 

me Danni kicked the ball to me. 

you I want to meet you. 

him She doesn't like him. 

her He talks to her.  

it I love it! 

Plural 

us Please visit us again! 

you These gifts are for you. 

them John didn't invite them. 

Fill in the blanks with correct pronouns. 

1. Siri goes to school with ……………… (me / I) 

2.  ……………… is my friend. (she / her) 

3. Can you help ………………? (me / I) 

4. I am taller than ……………… is. (he / him) 

5. I  eat as much as ……………… does. (she / her) 

6. ……………… go to workl by bus. (we / us) 

7. She has lost ……………… money. (she / her) 

8. We are going for a drink. Would you like to come with 
………………? (us / we) 

9. The invitation was for James and ……………… (me / I) 

10. Tylor and ……………… are going swim this weekend. (I / me) 

Exercise 3 : 
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 Underline the correct pronouns in the brackets.  

1. That is Mr. Chen. I know (her / him) well. 

2. She is his sister. He loves (her / him) very much. 

3. Mr. Steve gives (me / I) some cakes. 

4. The dog is barking at (we / us). 

5. They know Sarah and me. They know (them / us) 

6. Those kids are very tired. Tell (they / them) to rest. 

7. The cats are running away. The dog chases ( they/ them). 

8. Today is my mother’s birthday. We are going to give (her / 
she) a gift. 

9. Those boys are very noisy. I don’t like (they / them). 

10. Your friend loves (your / you). 

Writing 

Writing about neighbor  

I live in a very nice Neighborhood called  Acton. It’s very 

beautiful and interesting. There is a lot of restaurant on my street 

so people can walk and find what they’d like to eat. There is also a 

lot of facility near my house such as school, hospital, and museum.  

On the weekend, I like to walk around my neighborhood and talk 

to my neighbors. They are very friendly and helpful. 

 I live in ……………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Exercise 3 : 
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Write the words above in the right column. 

 

   sofa  toilet  closet  mirror  

   fridge  shelf  counter  stove sink 

   shower   coffee table  blanket oven 

   pillow  lamp  alarm clock  washing machine 
    

Bedroom Living room Kitchen Bathroom 

        

        

        

        

        

Reading 

Previewing 

 Previewing is very fast reading. Good readers preview a text 

before reading it. They look quickly at the text and its different 

parts. This helps them understand the text and make guesses about 

what it is about. 

Exercise 1 : 
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apartment: a place to live that is part of a larger building, owned 
by a landlord who collects monthly rent 
 • They will rent an apartment during their study. 
 

cabin: a small, roughly built house 
 • My family like to stay in a cabin in the mountains in the  
     summer. 
 

condominium: a building or group of buildings whose apartments 
are individually owned 
 • There are a lot of condominiums in Bangkok. 
 

house: a building designed as a place to live 
 • People usually buy a house after they work for a few    
     years. 
 

mansion: a large house 
 • The prime minister’s official residence is a beautiful      
     mansion. 
 

townhouse: a house built in a row of houses, with side walls      
connected 
 • Townhouses usually have a lot of steps. 

Steps in previewing an article: 

1. Read the title or the name of the text. 

2. Read the headings. A heading is a short line of text. It tells what 

a section is about. Often there is a heading above each section. 

3. Look at any pictures and their captions. A caption is the text   

under the picture. 

4. Look at any bold or italicized words. 

Read the passage and answer the question below 

TYPES OF HOUSING AND COMMUNITIES 
What kind of house would you like? 

Exercise 2 : 
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Grammar  

What is the passage about?......................................................... 

What does a cabin look like?....................................................... 

People who don’t have a house usually rent an 

A……………………………..is built as a place to live. 

A……………………………..is a very big house. 

Nouns 

 Nouns name people, things, places, ideas and concepts. 

Types of nouns 

 

1. Common nouns refer to general people, things or places: 

school, boy, woman, cat 

2. Proper nouns refers to specific people, things or places: 

Amy, Paris, Phuket 

3. Abstract nouns refers to concept or ideas you cannot see or 

touch as physical objects: beauty, opinion,  

4. Concrete nouns refers to things or places that you can see, 

touch or feel the existence: table, door, computer 

5. Countable nouns refers to nouns you can count in number 

6. Uncountable nouns refer to nouns that you cannot count 

(liquid, very small pieces or unseen things) 
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 Circle nouns in the following sentences 

Articles 

1. I have two children. 

2. The lion is the king of the beasts. 

3. The Nile is the longest of all rivers. 

4. She gives me an apple. 

5. This house has two doors. 

6. I always drink water every morning. 

7. She works at the hospital. 

8. We have a dog. 

9. I like to eat apples. 

10. Kim usually reads a book before bed. 

NUMBER INDEFINITE DEFINITE 

Singular a / an the 

Plural nothing the 

Non-Count nothing the 

1. I love living in this __________ neighborhood. 

2. __________ boys are physically stronger than girls. 

3. William enjoys reading __________ cartoons. 

4. Do you remember __________ girl next door?  

5. He is __________ really nice person. 

6. __________ Paris is a beautiful city. 

7. My __________ teacher's name is Jim. 

8. We buy __________ Christmas tree for Christmas. 

Exercise 3 : 

Exercise 4 : 

Complete the sentences with a, an, the or nothing. 
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Writing 

We have a nice house. There are three bedrooms and two 

bathrooms. It is a one-story house. It doesn't have any stairs. It has 

a chimney and a fireplace. There is a kitchen, a dining room and a 

living room. The living room has a big sofa and a big TV. Our living 

room is our family room. We watch TV and play games together. 

We play games like Scrabble and Monopoly. We have a big front 

yard but we don't have a garden.  

Write about my house  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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   accountant  flight attendant  lawyer  photographer 

   engineer business owner  politician  
    

Match the words with their meanings.  Identifying text types 

1. accountant _______ 

2. engineer _______ 

3. flight attendant _______ 

4. business owner _______ 

5. lawyer _______ 

6. politician _______ 

7. photographer _______ 

a a person whose job is to keep or check money 

b a person who owns the business 

c a person who practices or studies law 

d someone who serves passengers on an aircraft 

e a person whose job is concerned with politics 

f a person who designs, builds, or maintains engines,             

machines, or public works 

g a person who takes photographs, especially as a job 

Exercise 1 : 
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 A type of text is defined by its purpose and intended         
audience and identified by its format, style and language.   

For example: an  advertisement 

Reading 

Identifying text types 

Purpose To persuade the reader to buy something 

Intended audience Future buyers 

Format Attractive, pictures, few words 

Style Direct persuasive 

Language Short, simple sentence, powerful vocabulary 

 You can identify the type of text by skimming it. Knowing 

the text type helps you predict what information the text contains 

and understand the text more easily. Here are some common text 

types: 

 -    advertisement  -    film review 

 -    announcement  -    interview 

 -    article   -    letter 

 -    blog    -    report 

 -    email   -    story 

 -    fairy tale   -    survey  

Exercise 2 :  

Read the tax and answer the questions. 

1. What type of text is this?................................................................ 

2. Where would you find this type of text?........................................ 

3. What is the purpose of this text?................................................... 
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Grammar  

Shopaholic Questionnaire  
         

 1. Do you an internet user?     

  yes  No     

         

 2. Are you an online shopper?     

  yes  No     

         

 3. For how many hours do you usually shop online daily? 

  Under 1  1-3 hours 3-5 hours 5+ hours 

         

 4. How do you feel when you shop online?   

         

  Excited  Pleased  Normal   

         

 5. Do you have money problems due to shopping for pleasure? 

  Yes  Sometimes Not at all   

         

 6. Do you often feel the need to buy something?  

  All the time often  No   
         

  

   

   

 

 

Verb 

 Verbs express actions or states of subjects. 

Types of verbs 
 

1. Stative verbs describe states, conditions and feelings of subjects, 

and they cannot be in “–ing” form: like, hear, smell, know 

2. Action or dynamic verbs describe actions or progress of subjects: 

walk, speak, sleep, drink 

3. Transitive verbs require direct objects: want, kick, eat  

4. Intransitive verbs do not require direct objects: sit, run, cry 

  

  

  

 

Exercise 3 :  

Answer the questionnaires. 
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Exercise 4 :  
 

Circle the verbs in these sentences. 
 

1. My mother helps me with my homework. 

2. The dog barks at the cat. 

3. My father teaches in a school. 

4. I like ice cream. 

5. She knows how to cook pasta. 

Writing 

 In my free time, I like to take photos. I like to travel to new 

places and take photos of buildings, people and food. I plan to take 

a photography lesson to become a professional photographer in 

the future. I would also like to do a lot more traveling next year. I 

want to go to Canada and the United States. 

 In my free time, ……………………………………………………………….. 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Fill in the missing word to complete the passage.

 The topic sentence is a sentence in a paragraph which      

introduces the main idea of the paragraph or shows what the    

paragraph is about and works as a summary of it. The topic sen-

tence is usually the first sentence of the paragraph. 

Identify topic sentences  

   ticket  train station  platform  bus station  

   insurance  baggage  information  round trip  

   subway flight   

    

Reading 

 Before you go to the(1).…………………. at the train station, 
bus station or subway you must buy a (2).…………………. and load 
your (3).…………………. . You also should get (4).…………………. on    
travel insurance if your flight leaves the country. (5).…………………. 
can be cheaper than one-way tickets. 

Exercise 1 : 
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 There are three reasons why Canada is one of the best 

countries in the world. First, Canada has an excellent health care 

system. All Canadians have access to medical services at a           

reasonable price. Second, Canada has a high standard of              

education. Students are taught by well-trained teachers and are 

encouraged to continue studying at university. Finally, Canada's 

cities are clean and efficiently managed. Canadian cities have many 

parks and lots of space for people to live. As a result, Canada is a 

desirable place to live. 

Example: 

Exercise 2 : 

1. Choose the best topic sentence for each paragraph. 

1. Brazil is a great place to spend a year as an exchange student. 

2. Spending a year as an exchange student changed my whole life.  

3. Every student should visit another country.  

____________________________________________When I was     

seventeen years old, I applied to be an American Field Service   

exchange student. I was very proud and excited when I was chosen, 

but I never realized how much that year would influence the rest of 

my life. From the moment I got off the plane in Rio de Janeiro, I 

felt like a new person. At first I was nervous about speaking      

Portuguese, but the Brazilians soon helped me to feel at ease.     

Before I left my home, I had been shy and quiet. In Brazil I became 

much more confident and outgoing. Most importantly, I had 

thought I would become an engineer. In Brazil I learned to love 

music and realized I wanted to become a professional musician. 
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Grammar  

2. Choose the best topic sentence for each paragraph. 

1. Traveling abroad can be very stressful if you aren't used to it.  

2. Many people enjoy foreign travel and go away every chance 

that they get.  

3. Although many people find traveling to foreign countries       

exciting, people like me should never leave home.   

________________________________________________I have  

travelled to Mexico, England, Germany, and Japan. I must admit 

that I am nervous all of the time while I am away. I cannot relax 

until the airplane lands in Chicago, where I live. It's not that I don't 

like foreigners. I have several friends from other countries. And it's 

not that I hate foreign food. My husband and I often eat out at    

ethnic restaurants at home. However, I just do not feel comfortable 

on foreign soil. I am always afraid of making mistakes and         

offending people. Even when I know the language, as I did in   

England, I still get confused with the money, the transportation   

system, and all the different ways of doing things. My husband is a 

great traveler. He loves every minute he spends out of the country, 

but I'm afraid from now on he'll have to go alone. 

Adjective 

 Adjective describe quality, emotion, shape, type, size,   na-

tionality, language, etc. of  nouns and pronouns. 

Common position of adjective 

1. Before noun: I like your beautiful skirt. 

2. After “be”: your skirt is beautiful. 



 28 

 

 

Order of adjective 

Size Age Shape Color 

Big Old Short Read 

Small Young Long Blue 

Little Antique Square Green 

Enormous Vintage Round Yellow 

Tiny New long Pink 

Exercise 3 : 

Choose the best answer for each sentence. 

1. The house is ................... . 

 A. large and white B. white and large C. large white 

    

2. They live in a ................... house. 

 A. large and white B. white and large C. large white 

    

3. Which sentence uses the correct order of adjectives? 

 A. We took a ride on a blue, old Thai bus. 

 B. We took a ride on a Thai, old, blue bus. 

 C. We took a ride on an old, blue Thai bus. 

    

4. Which sentence uses the correct order of adjectives? 

 A. I’d like three good reasons why you don’t like tomato. 

 B. I’d like a good three reasons why you don’t like tomato. 

 C. I’d like good reasons three why you don’t like tomato. 

    

5. Which sentence uses the correct order of adjectives? 

 A. I like that really big red old antique car in the shop. 

 B. I like that really big old red antique car in the shop. 

 C. I like that old, red, really big antique car in the shop. 
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6. Which sentence uses the correct order of adjectives? 

 A. My father rode a beautiful big brown Friesian horse in the    
     parade. 

 B. My father rode a beautiful Friesian big brown horse in the  
    parade. 

 C. My father rode a big, brown, beautiful Friesian horse in the  
    parade. 

    
7. I bought a pair of ................... boots. 

 A. new, nice, red rain 

 B. nice new red rain 

 C. red nice new rain 

    

8. Please put the apples into that ................... box. 

 A. round little old blue 

 B. little old round blue 

 C. little old blue round 

    

9. The store carries a department of ................... objects. 

 A. interesting new, old and antique 

 B. new, old, interesting and antique 

 C. interesting, old and new and antique 

    

10. Which sentence uses the correct order of adjectives? 

 A. During my college years, I wore a green, white and black big  
     hat to sporting    events. 

 B. During my college years, I wore a big green, white and black   
     hat to sporting events. 

 C. During my college years, I wore a big green white and black,  
    hat to sporting events. 
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Adverb 

 Adverb modify verbs, adjectives and adverbs. 

Common position of adverb 

1. Before or after verbs 

2. Before adjective 

3. Before other adverbs 

4. At the beginning or the end of the sentence 

Adjective Adverb 

Quick Quickly 

Careful Carefully 

Slow Slowly 

Lucky Luckily 

Happy Happily 

Easy Easily 

Exercise 4 : 

Choose the correct item: 

1. He (correct, correctly) pronounce the sound. 

2. She adjusts herself (quick, quickly) to any situation. 

3. It was a (dangerously, dangerous) lake to swim in. 

4. Her voice sounds (beautifully, beautiful). 

5. He was a very (sensibly, sensible) person. 

6. He always writes (slow, slowly). 

7. She works careful, carefully) with the sick child. 
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Writing 

 My hometown is Hanoi which is the capital city of          

Vietnam.  It's quite nice, large and busy with a high population.  

The city is located on the right bank of the Red River. Hanoi also 

has some notable famous museums which are: National Museum 

of Vietnamese History, Vietnamese Museum of Evolution, Ho Chi 

Minh Museum. There are so many entertainment venues in     

Hanoi that are easy to find. Modern and traditional theaters,    

cinemas, karaoke bars, dance clubs, bowling alleys, and many 

shopping centers for both locals and tourists. 

My beautiful hometown 

 My hometown is ……………………………………………………………... 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Write about your hometown 
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Communication 

Fill in the missing word to complete the passage. 

 

Exercise 1 : 

   social media     contact subscribe comment 

   Send receive messaging tag 

   Blog viral log out log in 

   surf the Internet   
    

 It is undeniable that the Internet has become an            

important part of people’s life these days because of its benefits. 

One of the benefits is the ability to provide many ways for you to 

(1)……………… people. Facebook is a popular (2)……………..site     

because it allows people to (3)………………… and (4)………..……… 

messages on Facebook (5)………………... Besides the messaging 

ability you can tag, comment and 6…………….... You can also log in 

and (7)………….…….whenever you want. Another feature of        

Facebook that makes it widely used is the ability to see (8)

………………. news around the world. It is more convenience than 

having to surf the Internet. 
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Reading 

Using context to understand new words 

 The context is the sentence or sentences around a word. 

You can often guess the meaning of words you do not know by   

using the context. Look at these sentences and guess the meaning 

of the italicized word. 

This was the final exam. Twenty students sat ready to start, 

all looking very tense. We know only one of us could pass. 

 You know that the final exam normally causes a lot of pres-
sure to the students. In the text the students knew that only one of 
them could pass, so the exam must be very hard for them to suc-
ceed. You can guess from the context that tense means something 
like nervous. 
 

How to guess meaning from context: 
 

 Don’t stop reading when you see a difficult word. Finish the 
sentence. 

 Identify the part of speech of the word you don’t know. 
 Look at sentences that come before and after. 
 Think how the word fits with the meaning of the sentence. 

Now try to guess the meaning of each word or phrase in italics. 
 

1. I tried for a long time but the poster wouldn’t stick to the wall. 
It kept falling down. 

2. The teacher told me I passed all my exams. I felt fantastic! 
3. They canceled the baseball game because of a lack of interest. 

Nobody wanted to play. 
4. “Can you keep an eye on the children while I go shopping?” 

asked Louise.                                                                                  
“OK,” I replied, and went into the living room to watch TV with 
them           

5. John walked to the door and listened. He could hear a strange 
noise coming from inside. He felt scared. Cautiously, he opened 
the door. 
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Grammar  

Exercise 2 : 

 In October 2012, Facebook surpassed a big milestone 
when it recorded over 1 billion active monthly users. With 2.7   
billion "likes" recorded on Facebook each day in 2012 (according 
to statistics released by Royal Pingdom), Facebook has become an 
essential place for businesses, brands, celebrities, musicians, public 
figures, non-profit organizations, schools, and more to interact 
with consumers and the wider audience of online users. 

1. Milestone  a. achievement  b. log in 
2. Essential  a. very important b. viral 
3. Interact  a. watch  b. communicate 
4. Consumers  a. product  b. buyer 
5. Audience  a. listener, viewer b. speak 

Preposition  

Prepositions express a relationship between words in the sentence. 

1. Prepositions of time 
2. Prepositions of place 

Preposition 

in 

the morning 

the afternoon 

the evening 

January 

(the) spring 

(the) summer 

(the) fall / autumn 

(the) winter 

2017 

the 1990s 

http://www.forbes.com/companies/facebook/
http://royal.pingdom.com/2013/01/16/internet-2012-in-numbers/
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Exercise 3 : 

 Preposition 

on 

Monday 

Friday night 

my birthday 

a vacation / holiday 

Jul-26 

a weekday 

the weekend (U.S.) 

at 

night 

11.3 

noon / midday 

midnight 

bedtime 

sunrise / sunset 

the weekend (U.K.) 

Write the correct preposition of time. 

1. Kids like to wear a princess costume ................... Halloween. 

2. I have Economics classes ................... Tuesdays. 

3. My mother comes home ................... lunchtime. 

4. The children like to go to the playground ................... the 
morning. 

5. Laura’s birthday is ................... November. 

6. Lots of people go shopping ................... Thanksgiving. 

7. Justin was born ................... March 1, 1994. 

8. Leaves turn red, gold and brown ................... Autumn. 

9. 

10. 

My friends like to go to the movies ................... Saturdays. 

My sister likes to play sport ................... the evening. 
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Exercise 4 : 

Write the correct preposition of place. 

1. The apples are not in the basket. They are _______ the table. 

 A. in B. between C. next D. on 

     

2. There are 40 students ________ the class. 

 A. next B. in C. on D. front 

     

3. The black car is ________ of the house. 

 A. behind B. in front C. next to D. under 

     

4. Some student are waiting in _______ the classroom. 

 A. next to B. front of C. between D. under 

     

5. Our house is ________ to the bank. 

 A. in B. on C. behind D. next 

     

6. The children are playing _______ the park. 

 A. on B. between C. in D. to 

     

7. There isn't anything __________ my bag. 

 A. between B. next to C. in D. near 

Past simple tense 

 The past simple is used to describe actions occurred and 

completed in the past at a specified time. Most verbs have past 

tense in –ed but many of the most frequent verbs are irregular that 

don't take on the regular spelling patterns. 
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Exercise 5 : 

Example: 

Regular verb   

Simple Present Simple Past 

laugh (s) laughed 

start(s) started 

wash(es) washed 

Irregular verb   

Simple Present Simple Past 

drive(s) drove 

feel(s) felt 

put(s) put 

1. On Saturday I ____________ (play) computer games with my 
neighbor. 

2. Nicky __________ (to lose) her first tooth this morning. 
3. We __________ (to take) a picture of the mountain.  
4. My mom ____________ (not cook) dinner last night. 
5. The teacher __________ (to teach) the students English last 

year.  
6. I ____________ (walk) to school because there weren´t any 

trains. 
7. I __________ (to wear) my new shirt to work yesterday.  
8. We __________ (to go) to the beach last weekend.  
9. Tommy __________ (to write) his family a letter.  
10. We ____________ (not dance) at the party. 
11. My brother ____________ (travel) to Paris last summer. 
12. We __________ (to see) a movie last night. 
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Writing 

Write a hotel review  
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Write a hotel review  
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Focus on Grammar 

Present of Be 
 
Exercise 1. Choose the correct PRESENT TENSE form of the verb  

TO BE for each sentence: 

1. These _________ my classmates. 

2. Esther _________ sick.  

3. ________ he Mexican?  

4. The English tests ________ very easy. 

5. My parents ___________ friendly. 

6. I ________ younger than my brother. 

7. My sister and I ________ twins. 

8. That ________ a really good song! 

9. These ________ not my shoes.  

10. ________ you hungry? 

 

Exercise 2. Choose the correct PRESENT TENSE form of the verb TO 

BE for each sentence: 

1. He ___ a doctor. 

2. I ___ going to the train station. 

3. She ___ my close friend. 

4. Josh ___ absent. 

5. They ___ playing basketball. 

6. I ___ cold. 

7. Katie and John ___ late. 

8. It ___ very expensive. 

9. You ___ next. 

10. We ___ going to London. 
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Exercise 3. Choose the correct PRESENT TENSE form of the verb TO BE 

for each sentence: 

 

1. Michael Jackson _____ a singer. 

2. I ____ a lawyer. 

3. Justine Bieber _____ from Canada. 

4. What ______ your name? 

5. France ____ in Europe. 

6. _____ you from China? Yes, I am. 

7. Tony Blair and Paul McCartney _____ British. 

8. How old ____ your brother? 

9. She ____ a nurse. 

10. Britney Spears and Madonna _________ singers. 

 

Simple present tense  

 

Exercise 1. Change the verb into the correct form. 

1. I usually_________  (go) to school by bus. 

2. They_________  (visit) us once a month. 

3. You_________  (play) soccer often. 

4. Tony_________  (work) every day. 

5. He always_________  (tell) us funny jokes. 

6. She always _________  (help) me with my homework. 

7. They_________  (swim) every evening. 

8. People usually_________  (dance) in the club. 

9. Lily_________  (take care) of her sister. 

10. John rarely _________  (leave) his hometown. 

11. We _________  (live) in a beautiful city. 
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12. Tina _________  (travel) out of town every Sunday. 

13. I _________  (bake) cake twice a month. 

14. You always_________ (teach) me how to cook.  

15. She _________  (help) her father wash the car every weekend.  

 

Exercise 2. Change the verb into the correct form: 
 

1. I _________  (not ride) horses. 

2. You _________  (not sell) food . 

3. He _________  (not bring) presents. 

4. She _________  (not take) photos. 

5. It _________  (not cost) much. 

6. We _________  (not seem) so hungry. 

7. They _________  (not buy) new phones. 

8. Jenny _________  (not dance). 

9. Cara_________  (not run) fast. 

10. Kathy and Sean _________  (not work) every day. 

11. Paul and Kim _________  (not eat) meat. 

12. I _________  (not swim) at all. 

13. You _________  (not ski) much. 

14. It _________  (not hurt). 

15. We _________  (not give up). 

Exercise 3. Change the verb into the correct form: 

1. _________   (you wake up) at six in the morning? 

2. _________   (she go) to work by train? 

3. _________   (you drink) coffee every morning? 

4. _________   (he smoke)? 

5. _________   (it hurt)? 

6. _________   (they dance)?  
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7. _________  (we travel)? 

8. _________   (Vela cook) well? 

9. _________   (Luis exercise) regularly? 

10. _________   (I look) good? 

11_________ .  (you rest) enough? 

12. _________   (Abby work) too hard? 

13_________ .  (they travel) often? 

14. _________   (Gigi go) to sleep very late? 

15. _________   (you bake) cookies? 

Subject and object pronoun 
 
Exercise 1. put the correct subject or object pronoun in the blanks 

 

1. He lives with Jessica. 

He lives with  _________.    

 

2. Thomas likes the book. 

Thomas likes  _________.  

 

3. Mimi and I are friends. 

________   are friends.  

 

4. The fridge is broken. 

_________    is broken.  

 

5. He will talk to Taya later today.  

He will talk to  _________   later today.  

 

6. The children play in the playground every day. 

  _________   play in the playground every day.  
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7. He does not know Jeremy and Ryan. 

He does not know  _________.  

 

8. My mother and father like to watch baseball. 
_________  like to watch baseball.  
 

9. The teacher always helps my friend and I. 
The teacher always helps _________ . 
 

10. The football players have a game tonight. 
_________    have a game tonight. 

 

Exercise 2. Replace the noun with correct pronouns. 

 

1. The teacher always gives the students homework. 

 

_________________________________________ 

2. I am reading the book to my little sister. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

3. The boys are riding their bikes. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

4. My father is writing a letter to Joe. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

5. I don't know the answer. 

 

_________________________________________ 
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6. Betty is going to see Jessica. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

7. Close the window, please. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

8. Can you tell the people the way to the bus station, please? 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

9. The books are for Amy. 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

10. Can you help my sister and me, please? 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

Noun and Verb 

 

Exercise 1. Circle nouns and pronoun, underline verbs in the read-

ing passage below 

 

Passage 1  

 

 The United States 

The United States is a large country. It is the third largest in the 

whole world! It is located in a continent called North America. 

Parts of the United States touch three different oceans. The   

United States has tall mountains, wide plains, deserts, hills, rivers, 

lakes, volcanoes, and even rainforests! People from all over the 

world have come to live in the United States. 
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There are 50 states in the United States. The newest states, Alas-

ka and Hawaii, are not connected to the other states. Alaska is 

the largest state and Hawaii is a chain of islands in the Pacific 

Ocean. 

 

Passage 2 

Money 

 

 Money is what you use to buy things. You may earn money 

from completing household chores, getting good grades, for your 

allowance, or for losing a tooth! Money is very important in our 

world and comes in many different forms. 

  

 People have been using money for hundreds of years. Before 

money gave specific values for things, people simply traded 

items. In the United States, we use the dollar as our currency or 

money, but people in different parts of the world use different 

currencies, though some countries also use or accept our dollars. 

 

 People earn money from the jobs they work and use that mon-

ey to save for the future or pay for their houses, cars, good, taxes, 

medical needs, and household items, among other things.” Even 

things such as turning the lights on, using the air conditioning or 

heat, and connecting to the internet cost money. 
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Exercise 2. Choose the correct form of the verb that agrees with the 

subject. 

 

1. Penny and her parents (is, are) at the park. 

2. Josh and Tammy (doesn't, don't) like to play yoga. 

3. Ben (doesn't, don't) know my brother. 

4. One of my neighbor (is, are) going on a trip to France. 

5. The man (live, lives) on my street. 

6. The football players (want, wants) to win. 

7. Every one of those books (is, are) novel. 

8. Nobody (know, knows) when it is going to rain. 

9. (Is, Are) the drama on at five or six o’clock? 

10. Your pants (is, are) in the laundry machine. 

 

Adjective and Adverb 
 
Exercise 1. Fill in the words in brackets as adjective or adverb. 
 

1. The bus driver was _________injured. (serious) 

2. Mr. Grey is _________clever. (extreme) 

3. This pizza tastes _________. (awful) 

4. Be _________with this glass of coffee. It's hot. (careful) 

5. Liam looks _________. What's the matter with him? (sad) 

6. Josh is _________upset about losing his keys. (terrible) 

7. This ice cream smells _________. (good) 

8. Our baseball team played _________last Sunday. (bad) 

9. Don't speak too _________. I can't understand you. (fast) 

10. Selena _________opened her gift. (slow) 
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Exercise 2. Fill in the words in brackets as adjective or adverb. 

1. She wiped the counter _________ (clean). 

2. Credit cards are _________accepted nowadays. ( wide ) 

3. _________, he had a quick recovery. ( lucky ) 

4. He looked at Ben _________ (angry). 

5. He wore an _________suite. (elegant ) 

6. The job was done _________ (professional). 

7. The opera singer sang _________ (beautiful). 

8. I _________noticed the storm. ( hard ) 

9. We surprisingly won the match. ( surprising ) 

10. We don't take him _________ (serious). 

11. My Mother was _________annoyed about Tania’s behav-

ior. ( real ) 

12. They were _________ _________about their Christmas 

gifts. ( perfect )( happy ) 

 

Exercise 3. Fill in the words in brackets as adjective or adverb. 

1. The manager was _________responsible for 

the _________losses. ( huge )( terrible ) 

2. Is it still _________from the destination?                                       

My feet are aching _________. ( far )( terrible ) 

3. He was _________ _________ ( definite )( happy ) 

4. The teacher is not _________respected. ( high ) 

5. He is _________at Math. ( good ) 

6. They _________put out the fire. ( quick ) 

7. You were _________right about him. ( perfect ) 

8. Johnson often feels_________treated. ( unfair ) 
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Preposition  
 
Exercise 1. Put in the correct preposition (choose in / on / at). If no 

preposition is need put in -. 

1. Marry is arriving _________ March the 13th _________ 9 

o'clock_________the morning. 

2. The weather s often terrible in London _________May 

3. It's better to get taxi if you are out alone _________night 

4. She got married _________August 

5. They usually go to the south of Thailand _________the summer. 

6. Columbus sailed to the Americas _________the 16th century 

7. The Beatles were popular _________the 1960s 

8. I graduated from university _________2011. 

9. I usually go to my parents' house _________Thanksgiving.  

10. His birthday is _________May. 

 

Exercise 2. Put in the correct preposition (choose in / on / at). If no 

preposition is need put in -. 

1. The train leaves _________tomorrow _________ 9:00 am. 

2. I love going skiing _________February. 

3. We met at the restaurant _________7 pm. 

4. The class is _________8.30 _________Monday mornings 

5. I like to drink tea_________the morning and milk _________the 

afternoon 

6. We went out for dinner _________last Friday. 

7. She left The U.S._________he 4th of March. 

8. I had a party _________my birthday 

9. Lucy went to Tokyo _________New Year. 

10. We're meeting _________lunchtime _________next Friday. 



 51 

 

 

 

Exercise 3. Put in the correct preposition. 

1. She's swimming _________the river. 

2. Where's Julia? She's _________work. 

3. The plant is _________the table. 

4. There is a spider _________my bed. 

5. Please put those cookies _________the bowl. 

6. Will is _________holiday for three weeks. 

7. There are two pockets _________this pants. 

8. I read the story _________the Magazine. 

9. The dog is sitting _________the chair. 

10. Emily was standing _________the bus stop. 

 

Exercise 4. Put in the correct preposition. 
 
1. I'll meet you _________the part. 

2. She hung a picture _________the wall. 

3. Paul is _________the garden 

4. There's nothing _________TV tonight 

5. I stayed _________home all weekend. 

6. When I called Penny, she was _________the bus. 

7. There was a bird _________the roof. 

8. Unfortunately, Mr. Bradley is _________hospital. 

9. Don't sit _________the table! Sit _________a chair 

10. There are four cats _________the sofa. 
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Simple past tense 
 
Exercise 1. Put in correct past form of verbs. 
 
1. Last year I (go) _________  to Korea on holiday. 

2. It (be) _________  great. 

3. I (visit) _________  lots of interesting cities.  

4. I (be) _________  with two friends of mine . 

5. In the mornings we (walk) _________  in the streets of LA. 

6. In the evenings we (go) _________  to eat out. 

7. The weather (be) _________  perfectly fine. 

8. It (not / rain) _________  a lot. 

9. We (see) _________  some beautiful rainbows. 

10. Where (spend / you) _________  your last holiday? 

 

Exercise 2. Put in correct past form of verbs. 

 
My grandmother (come) _________ to our house yesterday. 

He (want) _________ to repair our washing machine 

that (break) _________ last week. 

He (look) _________ for a parking space for about ten minutes. 

The mechanic (repair) _________ the washing machine.  

I (watch) _________ the election news last night. 

They (show) _________ our city on TV. 

The reporter (say) _________ that a car (crash) _________ into a 

traffic light. 

Someone (knock) _________ at my door this morning. 

I (see) _________ a police at the park last night. 

My teacher (ask) _________ about my father. 
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Focus on reading 

 

Text 1  

Bank 

 

Banks are places where people can keep their money. Most 

people use banks to save money in their savings accounts and to pay 

money from their checking accounts. Today, when a person earns 

money from their job, their paycheck is often electronically deposited 

(put) into their savings or checking account. Then, he or she can pay 

their bills by writing checks from their checking accounts or pay online 

where their bills are electronically connected to their bank accounts. 

 Banks also give loans to people. Banks use the money that 

their customers deposit to lend to people to buy new houses, cars, or 

to start businesses among other reasons. The bank makes money 

from lending by charging interest. In other words, people have to pay 

back more than they borrowed. This amount depends on how risky 

the bank thinks the borrower is and how fast the loan is paid back 

among other things. 

1. What this passage is about?....................................................... 

2. What do banks not do?.............................................................. 

3. How much "interest" do borrowers have to pay?....................... 

4. How does "interest" work?........................................................ 

5. How do banks make money?................................................ 
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Text 2 

 

Dolphins 

Dolphins are marine mammals that are related to whales and 

porpoises. A marine mammal is one that lives in the water. Dolphins 

are found all over the world’s oceans as well as in rivers and marshes. 

Dolphins are carnivores (meat-eaters) and feed on fish, squid and   

other marine life.They often swim together in groups called “pods.” 

They are thought to have powerful eyesight and hearing, but do not 

have a sense of smell. 

  

Dolphins come in different sizes. Some are smaller than the 

average person, but others, such as the Orca, can be 30 feet long, or 

more than five times as long as the average person. Dolphins are 

thought to be very intelligent and communicate with each other using 

clicks and whistles. All dolphins are powerful swimmers. Have you  

ever seen a dolphin? Groups of dolphins can often be seen bobbing in 

and out of waves close to the shoreline.  

 

1. What this passage is about?....................................................... 

2. Marine mammals live ___________. 

3. ____________ are most closely related to the dolphin. 

4. Dolphins do not ______________. 

5. An Orca is ______________ 
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Text 3 

Castle 

 

Windsor Palace is the world's largest and oldest continuously 

inhabited castle. Occupying over 484,000 square feet, it is over 240 

times the size of an average house. William the Conqueror built the 

first castle on the grounds between 1070 and 1086, but the castle that 

exists today was largely built by Edward of Windsor in 1350. Edward 

of Windsor authorized the construction of a new keep, a large chapel, 

and new fortifications. From a distance, the castle appears dominated 

by a massive round tower in its center.  

 

In 1475, King Edward IV authorized construction of St. 

George’s Chapel as a cathedral and royal mausoleum. The chapel    

became an important destination for pilgrims in the late medieval   

period and is probably the most famous of the structures within 

Windsor Palace. During the 1500’s and 1600’s, Windsor Castle was 

damaged as a result of various wars. In 1660, however, Charles II    

became interested in restoring the castle and laid out plans for “The 

Long Walk,” a three-mile long avenue running south from the castle. 

Charles II also had the royal apartments and St. George’s Hall rebuilt. 

The royal apartments were spectacular, with numerous carvings,    

frescoes, and tapestries. The artwork acquired during the rebuilding of 

Windsor Castle became known as the Royal Collection, which remains 

relatively unchanged today.  
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 In 1824, George IV moved into the castle and was granted 

300,000 pounds to renovate Windsor Castle. The entire castle was  

remodeled and the architect, Jeffrey Wyattville, succeeded in blending 

the castle to seem like one entity rather than a collection of buildings. 

Wyattville raised and lowered the heights of various buildings to give 

them symmetry and improved the appearance and structure of      

others. 

 

1. What this passage is about?........................................................... 

2. Much of Windsor Castle was constructed under the orders of 

       …………………………………………………………………………………………….......... 

3.    The royal mausoleum of Windsor Castle is known as....................... 

       ……………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

4. Who laid out plans for the "Long Walk?"……………………………………5 

5. Who made major renovations to the castle in 1824?....................... 

 

Text 4 

 

France 

 

Versailles is the site of the Palace of Versailles, one of the most 

storied buildings in the history of France. It was originally built as a 

hunting chateau by King Louis VIII in 1624. In 1669, King Louis XIV   

began searching for a grand site where he could conduct the affairs of 

France and control the government. He settled on the hunting palace 

and expanded it into the world’s largest palace. In addition, the King 

hoped to build a governmental center apart from Paris.  
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 The palace took 36,000 workers fifty years to build. The palace 

is spread out over 280 acres and can house 20,000 people! The palace 

features over 700 rooms and 67 staircases. There are dozens of 

unique rooms, features, gardens, and halls. One of the most             

renowned rooms of the Palace of Versailles is the Hall of Mirrors.     

Recently restored, the Hall of Mirrors is the centerpiece of the        

dazzling building. Originally added to the palace in 1684, the Hall of 

Mirrors was built to be a dazzling display of the power and wealth of 

the French Monarchy. The hall, which measures 73 meters in length, 

features 357 gold-coated stucco mirrors, ornate paintings, crystal 

chandeliers, marble fixtures, a parquet floor, and ceilings with colorful 

murals painted by artist Charles Le Brun. The Hall of Mirrors has also 

played a prominent role in history. Both the Proclamation of the    

German Empire in 1871, after the Franco-Prussian War, and the    

signing of the Treaty of Versailles that formally ended World War One 

were signed there. 

 
1. What this passage is about?...................................................... 

2. When was the Palace of Versailles originally built?...................... 

3. How many palaces were larger than the Palace of Versailles 

after it was built?............................................. 

4. The Palace of Versailles can hold _____________ people. 

5. The Hall of Mirrors contains _______________ mirrors. 
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Text 4 
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1. what type of text is it?.................................................... 

2. Where is the resort located?.......................................... 

3. What does “range” in line 7 mean?............................... 

4. What does “private” in line 8 mean?............................. 

5. What does “Atmosphere” mean?................................ 

 

Text 6  
 

Position : Digital Media Sales 

 

 Blue Mango Publishing Company Limited, publisher of Thailand 

Tatler, the country’s Number 1 lifestyle magazine, and other high  

quality magazines, books and websites that explore and celebrate lux-

ury living in Thailand. Our readers are highly affluent, well-educated 

and cosmopolitan. 

We are looking to fill an important position: 

Read more 

Qualification 

 Thai nationality 

 Age not over 35 years 

 At least one year experience working in digital media sales, 1 - 2 

years in Print and TV ad sales experience is a plus 

 Be able to communicate adequately in English 

 Computer skills in Word and Excel, PowerPoint is a plus 

 Target oriented 

 Positive attitude and willing to work hard 

 

1. What type of text is this?.............................................................. 

http://job.bangkokpost.com/557_company_blue-mango-publishing-co-ltd.html
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 2. what does well-educated  mean?................................................. 

3. What does At least  mean?.......................................................... 

4. What does a plus mean?.............................................................. 

5. What does adequately mean?.................................................... 

 

  ———————————————————————-- 



 61 

 

 

 

 

References 



 62 

 

 

 

     

 

(Craven, Miles. (2009).  Reading Keys. Tokyo: Macmillan.) 

 

(Panseeta, Sayamon. (2015). Essential Grammar for TOEIC, IELTS, 

TOEFL. Bangkok: Interact Images Co. Ltd.) 

 

(Bohlke, David. (2013). Skillful Reading and Writing. London:      

Macmillan Education.) 

 

http://highered.mheducation.com/sites/0073533890/student_view0/

chapter1/topic_sentences.html 

 

http://mrnussbaum.com/  

http://highered.mheducation.com/sites/0073533890/student_view0/chapter1/topic_sentences.html
http://highered.mheducation.com/sites/0073533890/student_view0/chapter1/topic_sentences.html
http://mrnussbaum.com/

